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Ambitious about Autism Schools Trust 
Register of Business Interests 

 
Record of Current Trustees and Accounting Officer, interests for the academic year 2023/24  - updated November 2023 
 

Name Category Date appointed Term of office Name and Nature of Business/Interest  Date entered 
or acquired 

Date 
ceased 

Neil Goulden  Appointed by  
Ambitious About Autism 

September 2015 
 
 

December 2024 
 
 

Chair: AaAST 
Chair: Joint Group Board Committee  
Chair: AaA (Service Provider to AaAST) 
Chair: Gamesys Group  
Pro Chancellor: Nottingham Trent 
University 
Chair: St Christophers Hospice 
Gamesys Foundation 
Committee of University Chairs 
Chair: Britbet LLP 
Chair: Marston’s Trustee Ltd (Pension 
Trustee)  
Chair: Leonard Cheshire Disability 
 

Dec 2019 
Dec 2019 
Sept 1994 
2016 
2014 
 
February 2021 
July 2021 
July 2021 
2018 
February 2019 
 
March 2023 

 
 
 
Oct 2021 
Sep 2023 
 
 
Oct 2021 
 
 
 
 

Michael Clark Appointed by  
Ambitious About Autism 
 

October 2019 October 2028 TalkTalk: Senior Legal Director 
Trustee: Ambitious about Autism 

October 2019  

Joanna Healy  Co-opted Trustee  
 

November 2015 November 2024 Solicitor: Linklaters 
Trustee: Foundation Years Trust 

Sept 1994 
2014 

 

Lucy Nutt Co-opted Trustee 
 

June 2015 June 2024 LB Enfield: Head of Education and Early 
Years improvement    
Church member: St Bride’s Parochial and 
Safeguarding Officer 
Principal Lead Advisor: Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea  
The Rise Free School – Governor  
National Association of Head Teachers - 
member 

2021 
 
2015  
 
May 2013 
 
2019 
Nov 2022 

 

Laura Palmer Co-opted Trustee  December 2021 December 2030 LB Hillingdon 
Surrey County Council 
Harmondsworth Primary School 
(Hillingdon) Parent Governor 
Parent of a pupil at The Rise School 

Nov 2020 
Feb 2022 
Nov 2022 
 
Dec 2021 

Feb 2022 

Mark O’Kelly Co-opted Trustee June 2023 June 2032 Barrow Cadbury Trust: paid Employee Feb 2011 
June 2023 
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Dorothy Springer Charitable Trust: unpaid 
Trustee 
Los Ninos Charitable Trust: unpaid Trustee 
Skylarks Charity: Spouse is a paid 
employee 

 
June 2023 
 
June 2023 

Eduardo 
Gutierrez-Garcia 

Appointed by Ambitious 
about Autism 

July 2023 December 2030 Development Partners International LLP: 
Partner  
Trustee: Ambitious about Autism 
 
Briat Private Equity Fund IV-Investor 
Sekgwa Lodge and Conferences 
(Proprietary) Limited – Director 
African Development Partners I, LLC; II 
LP; I LP– Beneficiary of carried interest, 
Investor 
RTT Holdings (Pty) Ltd (previously 
Friedshelf 1511 (pty) Ltd) - Director  
International Facilites Services Maritius 
Limited – Director  
Channel VAS Investments Limited – 
Director  
South African Institute of Chartered 
Accountants - Member 

September 
2008 
December 
2021 
October 2023 
October 2023 
 
October 2023 
 
 
October 2023 
 
October 2023 
 
October 2023 
 
October 2023 

 

Helen Jeffries Co-opted Trustee December 2021 December 2030 N/A Oct 2023  

Mary Fawcett Co-opted Trustee September 2023 September 2032 Woodlands School Leatherhead-LA 
School Governor 
 

September 
2023 

 

 

Name Category Date appointed Term of office Name and Nature of Business/Interest  Date entered 
or acquired 

Date 
ceased 

Jolanta Lasota 
(Accounting 
Officer) 

N/A   Chief Executive AaA 
Board member and Chair of Autism 
Education Trust 
Parent of autistic child who attends 
Ambitious College 
Chair: Autism Alliance  
Disabled Children’s Partnership – Member 
Trustee: Youth UK 

October 2009 
2007 
 
October 2023 
 
January 2021 
January 2021 
 
March 2023 
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Record of current Members, interests for the academic year 2023/24  - updated October 2023 
 
Name Category Date appointed Term 

of 
office 

Name and Nature of Business/Interest  Date entered or 
acquired 

Date 
ceased 

Ambitious about Autism  Member N/A N/A Original signatory  
Person of Significant control  
Service provider to Ambitious about Autism Schools 
Trust 

December 2012 
April 2017 
December 2012 

 

Martyn Craddock Member December 2019 N/A Chair: Treehouse School  
Trustee: Ambitious about Autism 

September 2020 
September 2011 

 
Sept 
2020 

Andrew Forbes Member January 2022 N/A Trustee: Ambitious about Autism 
ResPublica Thinktank: Head of Development  
UCAS Apprenticeship Champion 
Barking & Dagenham College Corporation: Chair 
designate 
University of Hertfordshire Visiting Lecturer 
Manchester Metropolitan University Board Member 

December 2021 
January 2022 
April 2022 
September 2022 
November 2023 
November 2023 

 

Jack Welch Member July 2023 N/A Truste: Ambitious about Autism 
Royal Mencap Society – Chair - Voices Council 
(Remunerated)  
Autistica – Network Steering Committee (Honoraria) 
NHS England – Learning Disability and/or Autism 
Advisory Group + Citizen Group (Remunerated)  
NHS Dorset – Public Engagement Group (Voluntary)  
Prince of Wales School, Dorchester – Governor 
University of Southampton –MELD-B 
University of Bristol = Strata Study 
Dorset County Hospital – Staff Governor 

December 2021 
Recorded in 
December 2022 
December 2022 
December 2022 
December 2022 
December 2022 
December 2022 
October 2023 
October 2023 
October 2023 

 
 
 
October 
2023 

 
 
 
 

Resignations – Trustees active during the last 12 months 
 
Name Category Date appointed Date of 

resignation 
Name and Nature of 
Business/Interest  

Date entered 
or acquired 

Date 
ceased 

Paul Disley-Tindell Appointed by  
Ambitious About Autism 
 

December 2021 Retired  
July 2022 

Director of Corporate Real Estate: 
Telereal Trillium 
Trustee: AaA 

August 1998 
 
May 2013 
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Kumar Tangri Co-opted Trustee 
 

December 2021 March 2023 Bank of England (Prudential Regulation 
Authority: Subject matter expert in 
financial regulation 

September 
2021 

 

Lesley Longstone Appointed by  
Ambitious About Autism 
 

April 2017 July 2023 Vice-Chair: AaAST  
Vice-Chair: AaA (Service Provider to 
AaAST) 
Trustee: AaA  
Chief Executive: General Optical 
Council 

Dec 19 
2015 
2014 
Feb 2019 

 

Elizabeth Stanton Appointed by Ambitious 
about Autism 

April 2017 March 2023 Trustee: Ambitious about Autism 
Governor: Cranleigh School  
Trustee: The Alde and Ore Estuary Trust 
Trustee: Thrive at Five 

Sept 2014 
2015 
2018 
2023 

 

 

Resignations – Members active during the last 12 months 
 
Name Category Date appointed Date of 

resignation 
Name and Nature of Business/Interest  Date entered or 

acquired 
Date 

ceased 

Eduardo 
Gutierrez-Garcia 

Member January 2022 July 2023 Development Partners International LLP: 
Partner  
Trustee: Ambitious about Autism 

September 2008 
December 2021 

 

 


