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Research Collaboration FAQs 
 

How does Ambitious about Autism support research? 

We support researchers by helping them connect with autistic young people, parents and 

professionals through our networks and settings. For example, we may be able to: 

● Share information about a research project with our Youth or Parent networks. 

● Support research taking place with learners or staff in one of our education settings. 

Who can apply to work with Ambitious about Autism? 

We welcome requests from researchers whose projects fit with our organisational strategy and 

values. 

 

How do I apply to work with Ambitious about Autism? 

If your research already has ethical approval from a university or research organisation, you can 

apply through the Fast Approval Submission Track (FAST) on our website. The application form 

takes around 15 minutes to complete and you can download a copy of the questions we ask on 

the FAST page linked above.  

 

Does my research need ethical approval? 

Yes. Before applying through FAST, your research must have ethical approval from a recognised 

university or research organisation. 

 

You will need to provide evidence of this with your application. We cannot review or support 

applications without ethical approval. 

 

Can Ambitious about Autism support my grant application? 

No. We cannot be a named research partner or promise recruitment support for grant applications 

before your project has ethical approval.  

 

If your project does not yet have ethical approval, please come back to us once it has been 

approved. 

 

Can I apply for a long-term research partnership or project through FAST? 

If you are looking for a longer-term or more formal research partnership or project with Ambitious 

about Autism, this follows a different process. These partnerships are developed directly with 

universities or funders and cannot be applied for through the FAST route. We do not have an open 

application process for these partnerships. 

 

https://www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk/about-us/our-strategy
https://www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk/about-us/our-strategy
https://www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk/what-we-do/research/contact-us
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What information do I need to provide for FAST? 

Most of the information we need will already be included in your ethics application to your research 

institution. You will need to explain how you have considered important ethical issues and how 

your project fits with our values. We recommend reading our Research Ethics guidance and our 

organisational strategy before applying. 

 

How are FAST applications reviewed? 

Applications are reviewed by Ambitious about Autism’s Research Ethics Committee. The 

committee checks that: 

● The research meets ethical standards. 

● The project is suitable for working with Ambitious about Autism. 

● The research fits with our values and priorities 

How long does the review process take? 

It can take up to one month for us to respond after you submit your application. This is because 

applications are reviewed by different teams, and we are a small team with limited capacity. 

 

Please consider this when planning your research timeline. If you need a very quick response or 

recruitment support, this process may not be suitable. 

 

What happens after I apply? 

We will contact you after reviewing your application to let you know the outcome. This may be: 

● Approved: We will ask you for the information we need to share your research opportunity. 

● More information needed: We may ask for extra details, such as proof of ethical approval or 

more information about why you need support from our networks. 

● Not approved: We may not be able to support your research if it does not fit with our values, 

priorities, or if we do not have the capacity to help. 

Our education settings and networks exist to support autistic children and young people, parents 

and families, so we carefully consider how much research recruitment we can support. Thank you 

for understanding. 

 

 

 

https://www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk/what-we-do/research/research-ethics
https://www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk/about-us/our-strategy

