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Ambitious about Autism Schools Trust 
Register of Business Interests 

 
Record of Current Trustees and Accounting Officer, interests for the academic year 2025/26  
 
Name Category Date appointed Term of office Name and Nature of 

Business/Interest  
Date entered or 

acquired 
Date 

ceased 
Robert Bishop Appointed by  

Ambitious About Autism 
1 November 

2024 
Nov 2032 Partner (remunerated): DLA Piper UK 

LLP 
Chair/Trustee: AaA Joint Group Board 
Committee 

September 2003 
 
December 
2024/November 
2024 

 

Angela Buxton Co-opted Trustee December 2023 December 2032 Citizens Advice: paid employee November 2021  
Michael Clark Appointed by  

Ambitious About Autism 
 

October 2019 October 2028 TalkTalk Telecom Group Limited: 
General Counsel  
Trustee: Ambitious about Autism 

May 2010 
 
October 2019 

 

Mary Fawcett Co-opted Trustee September 2023 September 2032 Woodlands School Leatherhead-LA 
School Governor 
 

September 2018  

Andrew Forbes Co-Opted Trustee July 2024 December 2030 Trustee: Ambitious about Autism 
Barking & Dagenham College 
Corporation: Chair  
Manchester Metropolitan University 
Board Member 
Higher Education Policy Institute 
Advisory Board Member 

December 2021 
September 2022 
 
November 2023 
 
September 2024 
 

 

Eduardo 
Gutierrez-Garcia 

Appointed by Ambitious 
about Autism 

July 2023 December 2030 Development Partners International 
LLP: Partner  
Trustee: Ambitious about Autism 
Schools Trust 
HomeChoice International Plc - Director 
Sekgwa Lodge and Conferences 
(Proprietary) Limited – Director 
African Development Partners I, LLC; II 
LP; I LP– Beneficiary of carried interest, 
Investor 
South African Institute of Chartered 
Accountants – Member 

September 2008 
 
July 2023 
 
June 2015 
June 2007 
 
February 2008 
 
 
January 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helen Jeffries Co-opted Trustee December 2021 December 2030 Department of Health and Social Care: 
paid employee 

September 2018  

Anastasia Klein Co-opted Trustee March 2024 March 2033 Maples Teesdale LLP: Partner April 2017 
December 2023 
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British Property Federation: Green 
Lease Advisory Group  
Re: Women Committee Member 
BENews’s ESG Editorial Advisory 
Committee: Member 
 

 
May 2020 
January 2024 

Mark O’Kelly Co-opted Trustee June 2023 June 2032 Barrow Cadbury Trust: paid Employee 
 
Dorothy Springer Charitable Trust: 
unpaid Trustee 
Los Ninos Charitable Trust: unpaid 
Trustee 

Feb 2011 
 
June 2023 
 
June 2023 
 

August 
2025 
 
 
 
 

Laura Palmer Co-opted Trustee  December 2021 December 2030 Surrey County Council: paid employee 
Harmondsworth Primary School 
(Hillingdon) Parent Governor 
Parent of a pupil at The Rise School 

January 2022 
December 2022 
 
Dec 2021 

 

 
Name Category Date appointed Term of office Name and Nature of Business/Interest  Date entered 

or acquired 
Date 
ceased 

Jolanta Lasota 
(Accounting 
Officer) 

N/A   Chief Executive AaA 
Parent of autistic child who attends 
Ambitious College 
Chair of Autism Alliance  
Disabled Children’s Partnership – Member 
Trustee: Youth UK 
Autism Strategy Implementation Group 
(DSHC): Member 
Pears Foundation Commission into 
Countering Online Conspiracy in Schools: 
Commissioner 

October 2009 
October 2023 
 
January 2021 
January 2021 
March 2023 
2010 
 
June 2025 
 

 

 
 
Record of current Members, interests for the academic year 2025/26 
 
Name Category Date appointed Term 

of 
office 

Name and Nature of Business/Interest  Date entered or 
acquired 

Date 
ceased 

Ambitious about Autism  Member N/A N/A Original signatory  
Person of Significant control  
Service provider to Ambitious about Autism Schools 
Trust 

December 2012 
April 2017 
December 2012 

 

Martyn Craddock Member December 2019 N/A Chair: TreeHouse School Governing Body September 2020  
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CEO:  United St Saviour’s Charity 
Parent of learner at Ambitious College 

January 2015 

Jack Welch Member July 2023 N/A Trustee: Ambitious about Autism  
Royal Mencap Society – Member - Voices Council 
(Remunerated)  
NHS Dorset – Public Engagement Group: Member 
University of Bristol – STRATA Study: Public 
Involvement Member (Remunerated) 
University of Southampton – MELD-B: Public 
Involvement Member (Remunerated) 
NIHR: PPI Committee Member (Remunerated) 
NHS England – Learning Disability and/or Autism 
Advisory Group + Citizen Group Member 
(Remunerated) 
Dorset County Hospital NHS Foundation Trust: Staff 
Governor 

December 2021 
April 2024 
 
November 2014 
June 2018 
 
August 2022 
 
June 2023 
 
September 2016 
 
October 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 
2024 
September 
2025 

Elizabeth Stanton Member May 2024 N/A Trustee: The Alde and Ore Estuary Trust 
Trustee: Thrive at Five 
ICAEW: Member 
Governor: Cranleigh School  
 

2018 
2023 
 
2015 
 

 
 
 
November 
2024 

Ian Caplan Member  July 2024 N/A Employee: Home Office 
Ambitious about Autism: Trustee 

April 2025 
December 2023 
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Resignations – Trustees active during the last 12 months 
 
Name Category Date appointed Date of 

resignation 
Name and Nature of Business/Interest  Date entered or 

acquired 
Date 

ceased 
Neil Goulden  Appointed by  

Ambitious About Autism 
December 2014 
(Chair from 2020) 
 

Retired 
December 2024 
 

 

Chair: AaA from 2016 
Chair: Joint Group Board Committee  
Patron: Nottingham Trent University 
Chair: St Christophers Hospice 
Bally’s Foundation 
Chair: Britbet LLP 
Chair: Marston’s Trustee Ltd (Pension 
Trustee)  
Chair: Leonard Cheshire Disability 
Director: Neil Goulden Consulting Ltd 
 

Dec 2019 
Dec 2019 
2014 
February 2021 
July 2021 
July 2017 
February 2019 
 
March 2023 
 

Dec 2024 
Dec 2024 
 
 
 

Joanna Healy  Co-opted Trustee  
 

November 2015 December 2024 Solicitor: Linklaters 
Trustee: Foundation Years Trust 

Sept 1994 
2014 

 
April 24 
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